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CNN eyes local m urder-for-hire case
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_inoperable.

Stubblefield was arrested
Nov. 12, 2007, and authorities

listened in and recorded a tele-

phone conversation between

- he and Bland that same day.
He aleo wore a listening device

Nov. 12 to a mecting wheve lie
discussed the murder with the

- couple.

Morrow and Bland were
arrested that day. and all three

~were charged with criminal

conspiracy to commit first-
degree  murder.  Assistant

_ District Attorney Brian Fuller
would not comment whether
~ Stubbleficld’s charges would
. be plead down for his coopera-
. tion with WCSD.

Strible and Morrow are cur-

rentlv living togdether, and
_ Stride has not pressed
charges against her daughler

S AL the Mov. 268 hond hearing,

" Svible

asked that Morrow's
550,600 be lewercd.
which it was to $35,000.
During the show "Nancy
Grace” Thursday night, Grace

,,,,,,

reporled that Strible told a

show's producer that even if

.. Morrow was convicted, “I will
. still be there beside her ... and

. defense

[ know in her heart she’d never
have gone through with it”
Jack lowery Sr.. Morrow's
atiorey. also
appeared on Grace’s show. but
toid The Democral carlier
Thursday afternoon that in his
opinion, the case does not
cross the legal threshold of
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conspiracy, since despite
extensive discussion, the trio
never finalized any of their
lans.

~1 think this case, in spite its
noloriety, were some young
people that admittedly said
some things they wished they
hadn't; that were at least inap-
propriate,” he said.

“The legal question is
whether that action met the
threshold to meet conspiracy
to murder. The judge com-
mented in pre-trial, had it been
a trial and there needed io be
proof beyond a reasonable
doubt, he did not fleel it met
that threshold.”

Lowery said another big
point of the case will be Strible
not pressing charges against
any of the three.

“In criminal cases, the staie
is concerned with the victim.
In this case, the victim is my
clieni’s mother. She's said she
loves her dearly, that shc
knows the other two boys, and
huis not been afraid in this
process. They have a loving
relationship,” he said.

“It was an unforfunate,
impulsive conversation.
Some of the discussions are
admittedly raw. lt's not like [
condone or approve that kind
of discussion. 1 wish my client
had not said some things,”
Lowery said.

“It was unpleasant kind of
talk but it never got to [actual-
ly conspiracy} level in my opin-
jon. They should have used
betler judgment and sense.”

Lowery said he's been
approached by "Good Morning
America,” who would like to do
a live feed out of Nashville,
though he wasn't sure what
date they were aiming for. He
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said he wanted to keep media
questions general to protect
his case.

“I don't want to jeopardize
my client's defense by
responding to the media.” he
said.

Wilson County Sheriff Terry
Ashe was also interviewed on
Grace’s show and said he saw
the case very differently than
Lowery.

“We absolutely have the
daughter on tape asking that a
shot gun not be used, but then
therc was talk of a closed cas-
ket and she said, ‘OK." It's real
disturbing to hear that from a
child,” Ashe said.

“When we interviewed her,
she showed no remorse and
talked about how she’d spend
the insurance money.”

Ashe said that there are over
two hours of recorded conver-
sation, during which time none
of the three said no to the plan.
“That's long enough to back
out. They were dead set on
having her killed.”

'The national media attention
came as no surprise to Ashe,
who said he expected il when
Strible took the stance she did
with Morrow.

“{The preliminary hearing]
happened on Mother's Day
week. That's the stuff big news
stations pick up on,” he said.

The grand jury will convene
May 12 and 13, which Circuit
Court Clerk Linda Neal said
may or may not be enough
{ime for the District Altorney to
get the case prepared for
indictments. :

“Since it was bound over to
the grand jury so close [to the
date they'll meet], the DA may
not have enough time to get
the case together, in which
case theyll hear it in June.,’
she said.

The grand jury will meet
June 9 and 10, and Ashe said
he is ready to see the case
move forward.

“We'll see how it plays out in
court. The judge and the jury
are the ones who make the
decisions.”

Staff Writer Hilary Trenda
may be reached at 444-3952
ext. 45 or by e-mail al
hilary.trenda@lebanondemocra
t.com.




